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PS4RS	  Letter	  of	  Intent:	  Alumni-‐Elected	  Trustee	  Candidate	  Robert	  Bowsher	  

 
Subject: BOT Letter of Intent - Robert J. Bowsher, 1986 
From: Robert Bowsher 
Date: Sun, January 24, 2016 1:17 pm 
To: ps4rsinfo@ps4rs.org 
 
Dear PS4RS Election Committee Members, 
 
Nelson Mandela once said, “When people are determined, they can 
overcome anything.”  Over the past five years, we Penn Staters have 
proven him right by replacing all nine of the November 2011 alumni 
trustees, by exposing the Freeh Report for the baseless document it is, and 
by pressuring the NCAA into repealing its draconian sanctions. 
 
But our work isn’t finished.  Reforming the Penn State Board of Trustees is a 
monumental challenge, to say the least, and will continue to be for years to 
come. 
 
The “Old Guard” trustees still treat openness and transparency as concepts 
when, in actuality, they’re commitments. In order for openness and 
transparency to reign supreme on the BOT, we must fill every seat with 
people who are open and transparent. 
 
For me, openness and transparency are a way-of-life.  I am the first openly 
gay man ever nominated for the Penn State Board of Trustees.  As Abington 
Campus Chancellor Dr. Karen Sandler pointed out during our meeting in her 
office, my election to the BOT would be an historic step forward for our 
beloved alma mater. 
 
For over ten years, I have worked as the Accounting Manager for Yellow Cab 
of San Diego.  There, I maintain an open records policy for the company’s 
financial transactions.  During my tenure, I have saved the company over 
$100,000 in annual costs without disrupting everyday operations.  In 
addition, I frequently resolve financial disputes between taxicab owners and 
drivers representing multiple nationalities.  I’m an authorized check signer 
there because the Yellow Cab of San Diego owners trust me with their 
money. 
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Would you entrust your money with the “Old Guard” trustees?  The 
University’s spending needs to reflect the difficult economic times we’re still 
enduring. 
 
That’s why I support all efforts to make a Penn State education more 
affordable.  Burying students and parents under mountains of debt may be 
what’s best for the “Old Guard” trustees, but it’s certainly not what’s best 
for our alma mater’s future.  We need to maximize alternative revenue 
sources like the Hershey Medical Center and simultaneously eliminate 
frivolous spending.  The “Old Guard” trustees can start with their own 
meetings which now carry an outrageous $50,000 price tag.  I can run a 
great meeting for under $10,000.  Why can’t they? 
 
Like all of the current alumni trustees have done so admirably, I will put 
Penn State’s best interests above all else.  I’m not running to launch a 
political career or to scratch my friend’s backs with Penn State money.  I’m 
running to ensure students and young alumni benefit as much from their 
Penn State degrees as so many of us have from ours. 
 
Some people are big talkers.  I’m a big 6’6” listener.  Instead of one big 
mouth, I have two big ears I lend to people all the time.  If elected, I will 
convert my campaign Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/bowsher4psu) 
into an open discussion forum like Barbara Doran and Alice Pope have done 
with theirs. 
 
Throughout my life, I have been a team player on all levels for many 
successful groups.  From worker bee to middle manager to team leader, I 
have contributed all of my talents and skills to making team after team 
stronger, and that’s exactly what I’ll do as an alumni trustee. 
 
I pledge to support the alumni trustees' efforts to compel the University’s 
leadership to stand up for who we are.  From the Freeh Report to the “Penn 
State Lives Here” campaign, the “Old Guard” trustees have left us all 
wondering where their priorities are and have wasted millions of dollars in 
the process.  Thanks to their unanimous decision to fire Coach Paterno over 
the telephone and thanks to their unwillingness to grant due process to 
legendary fencing coach Emmanuil Kaidanov, the “Old Guard” trustees now 
oversee a university where too many faculty members and staff fear for 
their jobs.  To make Penn State a better place, we must make Penn State a 
better workplace. 
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I will also support the alumni trustees’ efforts to rewrite the antiquated 
Standing Order IX.  Trustees should be allowed to inform the public when 
they don’t agree with a decision reached by the BOT.  Supreme Court 
justices can communicate dissenting opinions.  Why can’t Penn State 
trustees do the same?  Standing Order IX no longer serves the University’s 
best interests.  It must be rewritten. 
 
Count on me too for supporting all alumni trustee efforts to honor Coach 
Paterno.  In addition to the return of his statue and the Players Wall to their 
rightful place, I propose another wall be added to that plaza.  On this wall 
would be inscribed the names of all the football players who chose to stay at 
Penn State after the NCAA imposed its sanctions.  Those players personify 
“Success With Honor” and everything else Coach Paterno stood for during 
his over 60 years of service to our alma mater. 
 
PS4RS Election Committee members, thank you all for the opportunity to 
join the good fight as an alumni trustee.  I stand tall and ready to serve 
Penn State. 
 
Let’s always remember that with less resources than we have, the people of 
South Africa overcame Apartheid.  We will win this fight to restore Penn 
State’s glory because, like the people of South Africa, WE ARE on the right 
side of history. 
 
For The Glory Of Dear Old State, 
 
Robert J. Bowsher, 1986 
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